Back to Basics: Gearing Up For Spring

Expert Speakers
Margery Daughtrey
Senior Extension Associate,
Cornell University
Margery Daughtrey is a Senior Extension Associate with the
Section of Plant Pathology and Plant-Microbe Biology of Cornell
University. She has conducted a research and extension program
on the management of diseases of ornamental plants since
1978, at Cornell’s Long Island Horticultural Research and
Extension Center in Riverhead, NY. She educates growers on
management of greenhouse and nursery crop diseases, runs a diagnostic laboratory and
investigates controls for boxwood blight, impatiens downy mildew, and other terrible diseases.
Daughtrey holds a B.S. degree in Biology from the College of William and Mary and an M.S. in
Plant Pathology from the University of Massachusetts. She is a Fellow of the American
Phytopathological Society and coauthor of several books, including the Compendium of
Bedding Plant Diseases and Pests.

Marc van lersel
Vincent J. Dooley Professor in Horticulture,
University of Georgia
Marc van Iersel, Ph.D., Vincent J. Dooley Professorship,
Department of Horticulture, College of Agriculture and
Environmental Sciences, University of Georgia. Dr. Marc van
Iersel oversees the UGA Horticulture Physiology Laboratory
focused on photosynthesis and light use efficiency research. He
also works on applied research in controlled agriculture
environments. He is the recipient of numerous awards and accolades, including 2019 UGA
Entrenpreneur of the Year and fellow of the American Society of Horticulture Science. He
cofounded Candidus, Inc. with Erico Mattos where they transition greenhouse lighting
technologies to products. For Project LAMP, van Iersel's research focuses on identifying the
optimal light intensity and spectrum for the profitable production of crops in greenhouses and
plant factories. Much of his work is based on developing a good understanding of plant
physiological responses to light and to use that knowledge to develop optimized lighting
strategies. Dr. van Iersel is the director of Project LAMP.

Neil Mattson
Professor & Extension Greenhouse Specialist,
Cornell University
Neil S. Mattson earned a Ph.D. (2007) from the University of
California Davis and M.S. (2002) and a B.A. (2000) from the
University of Minnesota. He joined Cornell University in 2007
and is currently an associate professor and greenhouse
extension specialist in the School of Integrative Plant Science.
His research is focused on the physiology of both floriculture
and vegetable crops in controlled environments. Research interests include: supplemental
lighting, strategies to reduce greenhouse energy use, conventional and organic nutrient
management, and plant abiotic stress physiology. Mattson is director of the Cornell Controlled
Environment Agriculture group.

Broch Martindale
National Nursery and Greenhouse Strategic Account Manager,
Corteva Agriscience
Growing up in the family greenhouse business is where Broch
found his passion for plants and this industry. Broch studied
greenhouse production at Ohio State and returned home to the
family business before searching for his next challenge. Broch
joined Dow AgroSciences what is now Corteva 9 years ago.
Broch focused his work on IPM and greenhouse technology. He
recently took on the role of Greenhouse and Nursery Tech Specialist to get back to working
with the industry and growers he loves so much.
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